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Arbitration in Jordan: From Old to New

OmarM.H. Aqt.zu*

There has been a signijcant change in arbitration in rccent years and most of the Arab counties haue changed

or amended theh arbitration laws and continue to do so in rcsponse to the needs of the business commutity.

Thk artkle examines the extent to whkh the Arab laws and courts have adopted and accommodated

intetnational and modern standards ofinternational commercial arbitratiotr within their ouar legal enuitonment,

bearing in mind that the Arab legal systems have been mainly infuenced by Shai'a. Specifrally this article

sheds light on the use oJ arbitration inJordan anil makes reJerence to the Egyptian lawJor compatison.

L lsrnooucrroN

With the recent globalization of the world economy, the world has witnessed a

phenomenal rise in commercial disputes crossing national borders. In order to settle such

disputes;the-world needed-an effective and-eonsistent regime-oFrules-I.n'resPonse-to this- -. -
need, modern standards of arbitration have emerged and various counLries implemented

legislation adopting these standards.

Arbitration in the Arab world has adapted by follou.ing this trend.The modernization

ofArab legislation is evidenced by the ratification of the NewYork Convention on Recogni-

tion and Enfot..*..rt of Foreign Arbitral Awards of 1958 ("NewYork Convention")l

and other conventions that adopt arbitration as one of the main means for settling dis-

putes, such as the Convention on the Settlement of Invesfment Disputes berween States

and Nationals of Other States of 1965 ("Washington Convenrion").2 Furthermore, it is

rare to fi:rd any bilateral investrnent n:eaty @IT) involving an Arab party that does not

include an arbirration clause.

The objective of this article is to examine the extent to which the Arab laws and

courts have adopted and accommodated international and modern standards of interna-

tional commercial arbitration within their own legal environments.This examinarion was

conducted bearing in mind that the Arab legal systerns have been mainly influenced by

Shari'a and other legal systems. It should be understood that the main reason for studying

arbitration under Shari'a, before analyzing the specilic arbitration laws, is that Shari'a still

* Managing Prtn.r,Aljazy & Co.Advocates and Legal Coruuitants,Amrnan{ordan; EA-in Law (tJnivenity of
Jordan);MA i,i Iitemational Buiness Law pondon Guil&all Univeroiry);Ph.D (Univeniry of Kent at Cmterbury);
tUCn t.; Lawyer md Legd Consultant; Pirt-time Lecturer, University ofJordan.An euljer version of this rticle
served as the buis for a prJsentation by the author at the French Cour de Cxsetion Conference,fupecE of Interna-
tionalArbitration in thi Law md Prictice ofAmb Countries,Paris,Jme 13,2007.The author cm be contactei
at <oalim(Eali mlaw. com>,

''Cl.:r.""t6" on the Recognition md Enforcement of ForeignArbiral Amds,June 10, 1958, 330 UN.T.S.
3,27U.S.T.2517.2 Convention on the Setdement of Investrnent Disputes between States md Nationals of Other States, March
18, 1965, 77 U.S.T. 1270.
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forms, at least theoretically, one of the main sourc€s of law, especially in those Arab

countries that do not have constitutioru.3

In general, in response to the recent evolution in arbitration, mmY counbries have

amended or changed thei arbitration laws. In the case of the Arab counfries, two trends

have prevailed. Some countries, such as Lebanon, Algeria, and Tunisia, have followed the

French tradition. Other countries, such as Egypt, Bahrain, and Jordan' have adopted

the Model Law on International Commercial Arbirration ("Model Law") endorsed by

the United Natioru Comrnission on InternationalTrade Law (JNCITRAI).aThis article

will focus on those Arab jurisdictions that have adopted the Model Law.

Specifically, this article will attempt to shed light on the use of arbitration in Jordan
by examining Jordan's application of the Model Law through the Jor&nian Arbitration

Act No. 31 of 2001 ('JordanianArbitration Act").t The intention is not only to highlight

the most important features of theJordanianArbirrationAct which focus on the endorse-

ment of the Model Law, but also to discuss where the Jordanian Arbirration Act has

departed frorn the Model Law. Furthermore, the article will assess the reception in Arab

jurisdictioru of the modern norms established in the sphere of international commercial

arbitration, focusing in particular onJordan and Egypt.

II. R-rrrcroN ar.rD AxnIrRATrol.I

In the Arab Middle East, religious considerations play a major role in both the

acceptance and success of the arbitral process. By examining the main features of
arbitration jn the Shari'a, we can understand the legal environment that governs arbitra-

rion in the Arab countries. As Samir Saleh put it, "Arbitration Law under Arab Systems

cannot be firlly understood without the preliminary study of [Shui'a] as a common back-

ground. Behind the Statues of most Arab Countries and in the mind of an Arab Parry,

couruel or arbitrator, Iies a rich layer of Shari'a.'Without a rvorking knowledge of this, a

western jurist cannot grasp the essence of arbirradon in the Arab Middle East."6

Islam utilizes arbitration as a method for settling disputes in several different

siruadors set forth in the Qura'n and Sunna. Arbitration is specifically sanctioned in the

following instances:

(1) In case of a dispute berween husband and wife, two arbitrators can be

appointed to settle the conflict.7 This is solid evidence that arbitrarion in family

matters is explicidy provided for in the Qura'n.

I S^NiR Slrrr{, CoMMERcTATAnB[RArIoN IN rrsAnes M]pors EAsr 4 (2d ed.2006).
, U.N. D*. A740l17, Amex I, adopted by the United Nations Comission on International l}ade Law on

Ime 21, 1985.- 5 jordedan ArbiEation Act No. 31 of 2001, 4496 JonoemeN Orr. Gaz. 2821 (2001) percinafter 'Jordmim
Arbiuation Act"].5 s,urn, surn note 3, at 1.

' sr..h d-Nisa 4's5.
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(2):tT;'J:l*i:ift*ffi ::l::I;rffi IJH};;,;:lJ:"ffil*il,T:
awards settling disputes must be binding upon the disputing parties.8 This is

*:r'JrJ;,H3iJ.;t" 
linkage between faith and the adherence to the outcome

Additionally, it is set forth in the Sunna that Prophet Mohammad acted as an

arbirrator to seftle conflicts between tribes and individuals on several occasions.lo

III. A Bmrr }fusronv onAalrtrattoN nvJonoaN

Jordan is considered a unique example among Arab countries when it comes to

arbirradon.Jordan is distinguished by the fact that it was the ftst country to issue legislation

governing arbitration when it enacted the Palesrinian Arbitration Law of 1933, which was

ihen replaced by the Jordanian Law on Arbitration of 1953 ('1953 Arbitrarion Law").11

ln contrast, most of the other fuab countries have embedded the provisioru governing

arbirradon matters within their own codes of civil procedure, suclyp-.Syria and Lebanon.

The 1953 Arbitration Law was evidently influenced by English law, unlike arbitration law
FreniillawTuffierrnore,

Jordan was among the ieading Arab countries that ratified the 1954 Convention on

the Enforcernent ofJudgments berween the Arab Countriesl2 that was laterreplaced by

the Riyadh convention forJudicial cooperation of 1983.13 InlgTZ,Jotdan joined the

Washingon Convention, which established the International Center for the Settlement

of Investrnent Disputes (ICSID). A few years later, in 1979,Jordan also joined the

York Convention.la

IV. JonoaN's ApoprtoN or uu JonoaNur.t Ar.srrRATroN Acr rN 2oor

With Jordant emergence ar an important business centre in the Arab Middle East

regioo, it recognized both the need for erpeditious and efficient alternative means of
raolving cornmercial disputes and the sigoificeat role that arbitration plays in international

' a uc,aS.
' IL zt4:65.P Nerrxa.x A-purreorr, Irranr ArTemrr y3 -94 (1996).
tr Originally,Jordurien hw cris bascC on Ouonan I:w, ol thc "Medjaa" o'hi4 is dre 6rst co.diEation of

Shari'e undi dre 6ao-- Eqrir-* In 1976, theJor&aia Civil Codc sro isucd. and u\e 'Ma!41",*zs TPlr.d-
onJmury 7,7977. k Atom-Fllvo E,lmer,rtrsrrlrrrox rrri'r rmAl-ls Conllsss 332 (1990); Lew of
Arbiration Na 18, 1131Jornu.ar-x Ot*, G.tz (Ju 17, 1953).tt Convention oo thc Erfomat cflaCgEEE Bctsceo &etlr.b Coueies of 19i4, 1195Jourrr-r Or.
Gaz. (Sepr 1, 1954).t' Airdh Convention forJudicirl Coopcntion of 1983,3329Jear"r'r-rx Or. G,rz U+ 16. 198r.t' The ;ordanien Court o-f C.stiol f,as con6rmed the co*dntio-l;ty of :he Ncw York Conention t
follows:"It is-un&ntood EomArticlc (2) ofEnfomat of ForeigrJudgments Law Na 8 of 1952 drat *re foaign
arbitrel emd which hr beu enforccd ud ntified by the &m mrt, sbrn be mforEbie inJord:n in rcordancc
with all *re clauses md rcquircmcns, and rlocs not conflict erith zrry of the stipulated provisionr ofArtide (/) of rhe

said lawi' Court of Casation,Judgmcnt No.7fi/7991,Jwc 2,7992.
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The Egyptian Arbitration Law takes a diferent approach regarding the scope of the

law.Articie 1 indicates expressly that international agreements to which Egypt is a Pafty
will prevail over the provisions of the Egyptian Arbitration Law. Furthermore, Afiicle 1

states that the provisioru of the EgyptianArbitration Law will also apply to admjniskafive

disputes, provided that the proper approval from competent authorilies is obtained. The

Jordanian Arbirrarion Act, by contrast, does not refer to adminisrradve disputes, but this

does not mean that the Jor&nian Arbitration Act does not recognize the arbitrability of
such disputes.Although this recognition is not explicitly stipulated in the law, it could be

impliedly concluded from the wording of Article 3 of the Jordanian Arbitration Act,

which notes that,"[t]he provisioru of this law shall apply to every conventional arbitration

conducted in the Kingdom and relates to a civil or commercial dispute belween parties

ofpublic or private iaw persoru whateuer the legal relationship to which the dispute h connected,

whether conbractual or not."le

B. RrqurruurNTs roR A vaLID ARBITRATIoN AGREEMENT

The Jordanian Arbitration Act does not require that the arbitration agreement be

independent of the main agreement between the parties or that it must be adopted by a

--comperenrcourrThdaw-irutead=equires-thatprooFof-an-agreemenrto-arbitratrbe'-in-

writing, whether provided in a document signed by the parties or through an exchange

of letters, telegrams, faxes, telexes or other mears of telecommurrication.'0 This require-

ment was upheld by the Court of Cassation when it stated that "the arbirradon clause as

established should be in writing, clear and explicit as well, by virrue ofArticle 70/A of
the Jordanian Arbitration Act."21

Accordilg to the Jordanian Arbitration Act, it is essential that each parry to the

arbitration agreement have the capacity to act. Afticle 9 of the Jordanian Arbitation Act
is identical in this regard to Article 11 of the Egyptian Arbitration Law, which states that

an " [a]rbitration agreement may not be concluded except by natural or legal persons who
have legal capacities to dispose of their rights." lJnder theJordanianArbitrationAct,
in order to determine the capaciry of a non-Jordanian, the law of the nationaliry of the

non-Jordanian will prevail and determine the non-Jordaniant capaciry. In all cases, the

capaciry of the arbitration parties must be free ftom any defects that might impair theu
coruent.Agreements to arbitrate maybe entered into by any natural or juridical person

having the capacity to dispose of their rights.Thus, if an arbirral award was rendered on

the basis of an agreement to arbitrate signed by a minor or someone who lacked the legal

capaciry the said arbitral award could be set aside.z

le 
Jordenim Arbicntion Act, sapra note 5, ut.3 (emphasis added).

t' 'Id. fi.70.
2r Cout of Cassation,Judgment No. 3307/2004, March 7, 2005.
z 

Jordanim Civil Code, rt. 43 (noting that "[e]very penon who attains fi:ll age, enjoys his mental powers md
is not iriterdicted shall have firll capaciry to ixercise fus civil righs" md "[t]he age ofmajoriry shall be eighteen fi:Il
solu yeus.")
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C. Aa-artralrurv

Furthermore, under the Jordanian Arbitration Act, the matters to be arbirrated must

be arbitrable. The law, similarly to that of Egypt, states that any matter that cannot be

conciliated cannot be subject to arbitration." This eliminates various categories of
disputes such as family matters and crirninal disputes, The principle behind this rule is

that arbitration is not allowed for matters that cannot be subject to cornpromise.The

Jordanian Court of Cassation has further stated that since employment rights are allowed

to be compromised, such rights may also be subject to arbitration.2a

D. Cnaurwcn oF ARBITRAToR

Under the Jordanian Arbitration Act, the arbitrator can be challenged if there are

doubts regarding his impartialiry or independence.Article 17 of the Jordanian Arbitration

Act provides the following:

a. An arbitrator may be challenged only if circumstances exist that give rise to

doubts as to his impartiality or iadependence.

b.-Neitherp arty--may--challenge-an-arbifrator appointed-by-hirn-or, in-wiQte
appointrnent he has participated, except for a reason he becarne aware of after

the appointrnent has been made.zs

Such a challenge must be submitted to the competent court. In this regard,Article 18

states the following:

A request for challenge indicating the reasons for challenge shall be submitted to

the competent court within fifteen days after the challenging par{ becomes

aware of the constitution of the arbitral tribunal or becomes aware of the

circumstances justifying the chalienge. Unless the challenged arbitrator withdrarvs

from his office after being notified [of the challenge], the competent court shall

decide on the request and such decision shall be subject to no appeal whatsoever.

A request for chailenge from a parry who had previousiy submitted a request for

challenging the same arbitrator and for the same reason shall not be admitted.

The submission of a request for challenge shali not suspend the arbitrd proceedings

a:rC if the challenge is adrnitted, a,ll arbitral procedures in which the cha-llenged

a:bjtrator had participated, including the arbitral award, shall be deemed void.26

: 
-i:: 

-:---l:: -r:'::=.i:: A::, su.rr note 5, ut. 9; Egyptia:r Arbitration Act, supra note 15, art 11.
t' C::: :: C:::::::-.-r::3r::: \o. iCI2CC5, june 16,2005.
f _::-:_-: 

-l--:.-:::. -!.=:.:r:'::.c:e 5, rc. i7.

224

a.

l

I



ARBITMTION IN JORDAN: FROM OLD TO NEW 225

However, under the Egyptian Arbitration Law, such a challenge is to be submitted

first to a tribunal and only then can the decision ofthe tribunal be challenged before a

covrt.z1 If an arbirrator is challenged, it may adversely affect the arbirral award.

This issue has been coruidered by the Jordanian Court of Cassation, which con-

fumed that "all arbitral procedures, in which the challenged arbitrator has participated,

including the arbitral award, shall be deemed void."28 It should be noted that arbirral

awards are subject to challenge by virtue of Article 49 of the Jordanian Arbitration Act

which provides:

a. An acrion for the nuiliry of the arbitral award shall not be admitted except in any

of the following cases:

7. If no valid arbitration agreement in u'riting eists, or such agreement is

terminated because of the expiration of its time limit.
2. If, at the time of concluding the arbitration agreement, either of the two

arbitrating parties was ffirlly'] incapacitated or a minor Pursuant to the law
governing his capaciry.

3. If either of the tu'o arbitrating parties was unable to present his defence

because he uas not propedy notified of the appointrnent of an arbitrator or
- - 

-ofthE 
Erbiu-a1a-ro-ceed-hgs-or-Ibr any orher-reTson bey-ond his co-ntrel.

4. If the arbitral tribunai excluded the application of the law agreed upon by

the parties to govem the iubje-t-matter of th-e dispute.

6.

If the composition of the arbitral tribunal or-the appointrnent of the

arbitrators was not in accordance with this law or the agreement of the

nvo parries.

If the arbitral arvard rules on matters not included in the arbirarion agree-

ment or exceeds the scope of such agreement. Nevertheless, if parts of the

award relating to matters subjected to arbirradon can be separated from

those not so subjected, then nullity shall appiy only to the iatter parts.

If the arbitral tribunal has not complied with the conditions of the award

in a manner afi-ecting its content, or the award was based on void arbitral

proceedingr aft-ecting it.

b. The competent court seized of the action for nullity shail, on its own initiative,

nulli$r the award in respect of what is in its content violating public order in the

Kingdom, or if the subject-matter of the dispute is not capable of beiag subject

to arbitration.ze

5.

7.

' EgyptimArbirration Law, slpra note 15, art. 19,

" Court of Cusation,Judgment No.3055/2007,1nutry 6,2002.
2e 

Jordanim Arbitntion Act, rspld note 5, rt. 49.

I

I
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E. R-EsrnrcrroNs oN APPoINTMENT oF ARBITRAToR

Another difference between the Jordanian ArbitrationAct and the Egyptian Arbitration

Law is that under theJordanian legal system, a person who has been deprived of b.is civil

rights on the ground of a judgment agairut him for a felony or misdemeanor contrary to

honour or due to a declaration of his bankruptcy may not be appointed as an arbifrator,

even if he has been subsequently rehabilitated. However, the Egyptian Arbirration Law

permits the appointment of an arbitrator if he has been rehabilitated.

F. Cnamwcr oF Av/ARDS

Regarding the ability to nulii$' the arbirral award, theJordanianArbitrationAct does

not distinguish between international commercial arbirradon and other kinds of arbirra-

tion. According to Article 50 of the Jordanian A;bitration Act, an arbitral award, regardless

of whether it is an award rendered in inrernational commercial arbitration, can only be

challenged before the Court of Appeal. Ho*'ever, under Article 54 of the Egyprian

Arbitration Law international commercial arbitration awards can only be challenged

before the Cairo Court ofAppeal, rvhjle all other arbifafion awards are to be challenged

VL MooprwArurrnauox Sra-xo.rnos Now ENssrnmo n*Jomai'uaN Law

TheJordanianArbit-ationAct has incorporated some important international stendards

of arbirration, as illusrated by the examples below.

A. ConrrrrNcr-coI{PETENCE

As evidence that modern standards are included in Jordanian arbirration law, the

Jordanian Arbitration Act adopted the well-established doctrine of "competence-

competence."This doctrine mandates that the arbitraltribunal be allowed to rule on its

osrn jurisdiction. As Article 21/ty of the Jordanian Arbitration Act notes, "[t]he arbitral

tribunal is entitled to rule on pleas related to its own jurisdiction including those related

to the non-existence of an arbitration agreement, the e4piry or nullity of such agreement,

or that the subject of the dispute is not included in the agreement."3t The doctrine of

30 Emtim Arbitration Law. supra note 15, art. 54.

'' H?*eu.r, if one of rhe paniis believes tirat the rbirral tribmal hx exceeded is scope of authoriry the_pury

in the rbitral proceedings *"y oir. any jwisdictional chrllenge_undetJodanim_Arbitr-atiotAct,-supra note 5, art,

Zilb, which pir;d.r,"f"h",. ptex shall'bl raised not later thai the submission ofthe statement ofdefence relerred

to in A.tic1.'129lb] of ttris laiv A parry is not precluded from reising my of such pleas.by the fact that he has

appointed, or p-ti&prt.d in the appointment of, - ubitrator.The plea that the ubitration agr-eement does not

iliua" -.n..i nisei by the other p^arty while the dispute is being reviewed, sha.ll be_raised imediately or, e.lse, the

rightofsuchpleashaliiapse'lnalliasei,theubitraluibutdmay"at;talatepleaifitconsidenthatthedelayrvx
due to a legitimate excuse or a jutifed reron."
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competence-competence is regarded as one of the pillars of the Jordanian Arbitration
Acr.With the adoption of this doctrine,Jordan demonskated its undivided Support for
international commercial arbirration and for the principles stated in the Model Law.

B. Vanorrv oF ARBITxATIoN CIAUSES AND AGRBEMINTS

TheJordanianArbitrationAct also provides that both arbitration clauses and arbitration

agreemenb are valid and binding.TheAct menrioru two forms of arbirradon agreements.

The first rype is the arbitration clause that refers to furure disputes that do not exist at

the time when the arbitration agreement is executed. Because such disputes might
never arise,parties often define the subject matter ofthe arbitration by reference to the

relationship governing the parties rather than the potential disputes. The second type of
arbirradon agreement is the submission agreement that refers to exisring disputes that

have already arisen.

C. AlarrRATioN BY rNCoR?oMrIoN

The Jordanian Arbitration Act goes beyond the simple acceptance of arbimarion

es-by-further-accepting-the-incorporation-oFsuch-clauserwhere-refbrenee-to-tte---_--
clauses is clear and unambiguous.Article 10/B of theJordanianArbitration Act states that

"the reference jrr a contract to ttre provisions of a standard contract or to an international
Ii--- ------ --,--convention-or any other-dseument containing an arbitration clause corxtitutes an arbitra-

tion agreement in writing, provided that the reference (to such dause) is clear in regard-

ing that ciause as a part of the contract."32 A reference made in a contract to another

document- containing. an arbitration clause is considered a valid agreement to arbitrate,

provided that such reference clearly makes such a clause an integral part of the contract.

A classic example is the incorporation by a bill oflading of an arbitration clause contained

, in a chartgrpartl

D. Srvlnalrrrrv oF ARBTTRATToN cLAUSE

TheJordaniaaArbitrarionAct also clearly recognizes the classic notion of severability

or autonomy of an arbitration clause.The relevant provision isArticle 22 of theJordanian

Arbirration Act, which reads as follows: "An arbitration clause shall be treated as an

agreement independent of the other terms of the contract. The nulliry revocation or

termination of the contract sha.ll not affect the arbitration clause therein if such clause is

valid by itse1f."33

32 Jordmim Arbitntion Act, suprc note 5, rt. 10/8.
" 'Id. ut.22.

'L

:i

l'r
lr
ll

i,

I
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E. Coirnr's LACK oF JITRTsDICTIoN

TheJordanianArbitrationAct adopts the general rule that an arbitration agreement

deprives theJordanian courts oflaw oftheirjurisdiction to rule on the merits of a dispute

that is subject to arbitration under the relevant agreement.Ardcle 12/A of theAct states

in this regard that "[a] court before which an action is brought in a dispute which is the

subject of an arbitration agreement shall dismiss the case if the defendant so requests

before entering into the substance of the dispute." It is clear ftom the wording of this

article that the defendant must raise this plea before submiring any demand or defence

on the merits of the dispute. This has been confirmed by the Court of Cassation in its

Judgment N o. 369 7 / 200 4.34

F. Nuu-nrn oF ARBITRAToRS

TheJordanianArbifrationAct also provides that if there is more than one arbifrator,

the arbitral rribunal must coruist of an odd number of arbitrators. However, the parlies

are &ee to choose the number of arbitrators, but if the parties fail to do so, the number

of arbihators will be three.35

VII. Mopnr Law aS ENsnnrNno uv ranJOnoArvraN AnurnarrOu ACt:AN Ol'lallrgw

!r general, theJordanianArbitrationAct takes into coruideration most of the principles

adopted by the Model Law.This is evident from the following:

I Articles 2-8 of the Jordanian Arbitration Act, dealing with the scope of
application of the iaw, conform to Articles 1-6 of the Model Law'

o Arricles 9-13 of theJordanianArbitationAct, deating with the definition of the

arbitration agreement, conform to Articles 7-9 of the Model Law.

o Arrjcles 14-20 of theJordanianArbitrationAct, dealing with the arbitral tribunal,

conform to Articies 10-15 of the Model Law.

o Arricle 21 of the Jordanian Arbitration Act, dealing with the jurisdiction of the

arbitral tribuna.l, conforms to Articles 8-9 of the Model Law.

o Article 23 of theJordaniurArbitrationAct, dealing with interim and conservatory

measures, conforms to Article 17 of the Model Law.

o Articles 24-35 of the Jordanian Arbitration Act, dealing with the conduct of
arbitral proceedings, conform to Articles 18-27 of the Model Law.

* Cou.t of Cusation,Judgment No. 3691/2004, February 2, 2005.
35 

Jordmim Arbiharion Aiq supra note 5, art. 14, states fie following:."e. The ulitral tribmal shall be com-
pored, dy a.qreement between the-fwo prties, of one or more rbitrators md it cse of non-agreemcnt the nm5::
i,f -ti*,oi shall be tkee. b.The nuniber of ubitrxto6, if more than one, shall be odd, otherwise the ubirr:tion i:
void."
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Arricles 36-47 of the Jord:nian Arbitration Act, dealing with issuing the award

and the termination of the arbitral proceedings, conform to Articles 28-33 of
the Model Law.

Articles 48-51 of the Jordanian Arbirarion Act, dealing with issues of recourse

against awards, conform to Article 34 of the Model Law.

Article 52 of the Jordanian Arbirradon Act, dealing with the recognition and

enforcement of awards, conforms to Articles 35-36 of the Model Law.

VIII. CoNcrusroN

There has been a significant change in arbirration in recent years. Many countries of
the world, including the Arab counfries, have changed or amended their arbirration laws,

and continue to amend such laws regularly to conform to recent developments and to

meet the needs of the business community.

In todayt international business climate, the use of arbitration proceedings is becoming

both common and essential. Not only is arbitration cost-effective, less time-consuming,

and generally more effi.cient than Jitigation,it also provides the parties with the opportunity

to select experienced individuals to resolve their disputes.The use of an arbitration agree-

-ment-is-not only eeormon-in-inter-national-esmrnereial eont-racts-betfveen-private-partie'sr---
it has also been found to be essendal in international transactions where one of the parties

is a governmental entiry. The Jordanian Arbitration Act, as adopted by Jordan, provides

the foreign investor with a workable arbirration system. By endorsing well-established

principles in international commercial arbirradont such as competence-competence and

severability of arbitration clarues, theJordanian legislature has shown its clear endorsement

of modern international principles in arbitration.Jordanian courts in turn have shown a

grezt ecceptance of these prilciples, as is evident from the recent judicial precedents

rendered in this regard. Arbitration in Jordan will continue to be a means of dispute

resolution that atfracts the interest of industry and commerce.
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Kluwer Law Interuational is a renowned publisher of books,journals, and looseleafs in
areas of international legal practice.

We publish important and interesting titles in the following areas:

. Air & Space Law

. Arbitration

. Banking and Finance Law

. Business Law

. Commercial law

' Comparry/Corporate'larv
. Competition Law

. Xnvironmental Law

. European Communiry Law

. Intellectual Properry

. InternationalTiade Law

. Labour Law

. Maritime Law

. Taxation

Please browse our website for information on all our books, journals, looselealS and

electronic products: www.kluwerlaw.com

KlurverlawOnline: One of the tnost complete libraries on the lveb

Kluwer Law Online is your online gatervay to Kluwer Law International publications.

Completely revamped, the Kluwer Law Online is packed with new functionaliry.

Improved functionaliry includes :

. inclusion ofproduct types other than journals

. regularly updated homepage texts to keep you informed about us and our produpts

. a homepage for every publication

. improved BrowseTopics

. suggestions for related titles

. informative and reguiariy updated site texts (About Us, Contact IJs)

At www.kluwerlawonline.com, you will find all our journals online. Feel free to browse

the site and view a sample copy of the journal of your interest.
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Journal of Iuternational Arbitration

Sirrce its 1984 launch, the Journal oJ International Arbitration has established itseH as a

thought-provoking, ground-breaking journal aimed at the specific requirements of those

involved in international arbitration.TheJournal now appears bimonthly (six times a

year) rather than quarterly, giving it even more immediacy as a forum for original
*rinking, penetrating anaiysis, and lively discussion of internationa-l arbitration issues.

The Notes and Current Developments section contains concise and cridcal commentary

on new developments in the world of arbitration.

As always each issue contains in-depth investigatioru of the most important current

issues in international arbitration, focusing on business, investment, and economi.c

disputes befvreen private corporations, state-controlled entities, and states.The Journal's
worldwide coverage ensures regular reporting on regional trends which can serve as an

example for other regioru and countries.
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I' Editor-in-Chief; Michael T. Moser & Dominique Hascher

Assistant Editor: FrivenYeoh

For rnote info rrnati on ab o ut lou r n al of In ter n ati o n al Arb i t rati o n, ple ase

www.kluwerlawonline. com,/j ournalofi nternationalarbitration


